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Economic and Demographic Characteristics of Utah's School Districts

In February 2003, the U.S. Census Bureau released the 2000
Census School District Tabulation (STP2) on the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES) website, at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys.
This file is a special tabulation of Census 2000 Redistricting Data
(P.L. 94-171) for school districts based on geography reported in the
1999-2000 boundary update.  The STP2 tabulation contains sample
data on population and housing characteristics similar to those
available in Summary File 3 (SF3).  Population items include: basic
population totals; urban and
rural; households and families;
marital status; grandparents as
caregivers; language and
ability to speak English;
ancestry; place of birth;
citizenship status with year of
entry; migration; place of work;
journey to work; educational
attainment; veteran status;
disability; employment status;
industry; occupation; class of
worker; and income and
poverty status.  Housing items
include: basic housing totals;
urban and rural; number of
rooms; number of bedrooms;
year moved into unit;
household size and occupants
per room; units in structure;
year structure built; heating
fuel; telephone service;
plumbing and kitchen facilities;
vehicles available; value of
home; monthly rent; and shelter costs.  All the data are reiterated for
the different race and ethnic groups categorized by the U.S. Census
Bureau.  A major difference between the STP2 and SF3 is that the
STP2 tabulates standard SF3 data for multiple, child-specific
universes, resulting in one of the largest, most detailed sources of
demographics for children ever developed by the U.S. Census
Bureau.

Background
Under the ordinance of Public Law (P.L.) 94-171, the U.S. Census
Bureau has been directed to make special preparations to provide

redistricting data needed by the 50 states.  The objective of the
Census 2000 Redistricting Data Program was to produce the data
that the Census Bureau provides to states to meet the
requirements of P.L. 94-171.  State officials are given an
opportunity before each decennial census to define the small areas
for which they wish to receive census population totals for
redistricting purposes. 

The school district
tabulation of the 2000
Redistricting Data was
created for the NCES as
part of a larger special
tabulation effort to provide
2000 census data for school
districts.  It provides the first
glimpse of basic school
district population
characteristics from the
2000 census, and it is the
earliest school district
special tabulation ever
produced from a decennial
census.  The school district
P.L. tabulation aggregates
data from more than 8
million census blocks into
14,405 defined district areas
based on the 1999-2000
school district boundary
update.

School District Geography
School districts are geographic entities within which state, county,
or local officials provide public educational services for the area's
residents.  However, school districts are not standard census
geographic areas.  They are defined by local education agencies
and supported at the request of the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES) for the purpose of producing school district
poverty estimates.  The U.S. Census Bureau obtains the
boundaries and names for school districts from state officials.  For
Census 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau tabulated data for three
types of school districts: Elementary, Secondary, and Unified.
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Non-Citizen Population - School districts with the highest percent
of non-citizens were Salt Lake City (13.8%), Ogden (10.0%),
Granite (9.7%), and Logan (8.3%).  Garfield, San Juan and
Duchesne school districts had the lowest percent of non-citizens.
Non-citizens in the State of Utah accounted for 4.9% of the
population.  It is important to note that not all foreign-born persons
are non-citizens.  A substantial number of them do become
'naturalized citizens' over the course of time.  A majority of the non-
citizen population are recent immigrants into the country.

Non-English Language Households - Non-English language
households are those households where one or more persons (five
years and over) speak a language other than English in their home.
The U.S. Census Bureau determines non-English language
households in the following manner: "In households where one or
more people (five years and over) speak a language other than
English, the household language assigned to all household
members is the non-English language spoken by the first person
with a non-English language in the following order: householder,
spouse, parent, sibling, child, grandchild, in-laws, other relatives,
stepchild, unmarried partner, housemate or roommate, and other
non-relatives.  Therefore, a person who speaks only English may
have a non-English household language assigned to him/her."

In 2000, 16.9% of Utah's households were non-English language
households.  Among Utah's 40 school districts, those with the
highest proportion of non-English language households were San
Juan (50.1%), Morgan (30.8%), Salt Lake City (25.6%) and Provo
(25.1%).  None of the households in Box Elder County were non-
English language households, although the county had a 9.4%
minority population, as well as a 1.9% non-citizen population.

Income Levels - School districts with the highest median household
income were Park City ($76,455), Jordan ($60,832), Davis
($53,865), and Alpine ($51,916).  These school districts had median
household incomes that were significantly higher than the state's
median household income of $45,726.  Those with the lowest
median household income were San Juan ($27,363), Salt Lake City
($29,908), and Daggett ($30,333).

Poverty Rates Among Families with School-Age Children -
Poverty rates among families with school-age children varied among
all of the 40 school districts, from a high of 30.7% for Nebo school
district to a low of 2.6% for Park City school district.  Other school
districts with relatively high poverty rates among families with
school-age children included San Juan (23.9%), Piute (23.5%), and
Tintic (19.4%).

Additional Information
Any additional information on Utah's school districts can be
accessed from the Utah State Office of Education website at
http://www.usoe.k12.ut.us.  The Utah State Office of Education
provides many sources of data and analysis for educators, as well
as the general public.  Some items of interest that can be attained
online include annual financial reports of Utah's school districts,
private school data, test scores for school districts, the Utah core
curriculum, a clearinghouse for miscellaneous school district data,
as well as a special curriculum website.
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Since school districts are not standard census geographic areas,
school district population and housing summaries and special
tabulations are not available as in standard Census Bureau 2000
data products. 

Many states have school districts with boundaries that overlap.  This
typically occurs in areas where elementary and secondary districts
share territory but serve children of different ages within that territory.
One of the consequences of this unique spatial arrangement is that it
causes the population and housing characteristics in the shared
areas to be assigned more than once for each district.  Therefore, in
states where boundaries overlap, the state or county level aggregates
based on district summaries may not match state or county level
summaries provided from standard Census 2000 products. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF UTAH'S 2000 (STP2) TABULATION

The 2000 Census School District Tabulation has detailed
demographic and economic data for Utah's 40 school districts.  Some
of the data highlights for Utah's school districts in 2000 follow.

Total School-Age Population - Utah's five largest school districts
based on total school-age population (5-17 years) were Granite,
Jordan, Davis, Alpine, and Weber.  These are all situated along the
Wasatch Front, and together, comprised close to two-thirds (63%) of
the state's school-age population in 2000.  Granite, which is the
largest school district, had one-fifth (20%) of the state's school-age
population.  The remaining school-age population was distributed
among the rest of the 36 school districts, the smallest of which were
Daggett, Tintic, and Piute.  Each of these had a school-age
population that was less than the population of an average
elementary school.

Average Household Size - School districts with the highest average
household size were Alpine (3.74), Nebo (3.60), Cache (3.57), and
Morgan (3.48).  All of these surpassed the state average household
size of 3.13.  Interestingly, they did not include the three largest
school districts by school-age population.  Those with the smallest
average household size included Grand (2.44), Salt Lake City (2.47)
and Daggett (2.48).

Minority Population - The minority population consists of all the race
and ethnic groups categorized by the U.S. Census Bureau, excluding
the White Non-Hispanic group.  Based on this classification, school
districts with the highest minority population -- or the most ethnically
and racially diverse -- were San Juan (60.4% minority population),
Salt Lake City (34.3%), Ogden (29.8%), and Granite (23.8%).  When
compared to the minority population for the State of Utah (14.8%),
these were all significantly higher.  A closer look at the breakdown of
the minority population shows some interesting features about
residential segregation.  The Ogden, Salt Lake City, and Granite
school districts showed high Hispanic or Latino populations, at
23.6%, 22.4% and 15.0% respectively.  Other school districts that had
a concentration of the Hispanic or Latino population were Provo
(10.5%), Carbon (10.3%), and Tooele (10.3%) school districts.  The
high minority population in the San Juan school district (the highest
among all school districts) is due to the presence of the Navajo
Nation Reservation, predominantly comprised of the American Indian
and Alaskan Native race group.

The least ethnically and racially diverse school districts were Morgan,
Rich, and Juab, all of which had a minority population of less than
4%.
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